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High Winds 17/10/24 and 24/11/2024 

There have been several large branches and small trees coming down across the footpaths in 
the woods during the high winds recently, reminding us of how dangerous woods can be in high 
winds- especially when the ground is wet because the soft ground does not hold onto the roots 
so well, thus allowing the trees to rock and loosen themselves allowing them to fall over. 

We were called at 3.30pm on Sunday 24th November about three obstructions to the 
footpaths in the wood and luckily were not busy so we went and managed to clear them all 
as dusk was falling. Unfortunately there are no photos as it really was quite dark but here are 
some from 17th October when there was just one obstruction from the winds then. 
As you can see it would not be good to be underneath even a moderate-sized branch falling 

Katherine Hutchinson 



Working Party 2nd November 2024 
 

 

            

 

Today we had a lovely, slightly smaller working party with six hard working volunteers on a 
warm and dry day. 

Liz, a new volunteer came and cleaned the walkways and bridge, which was getting slippery 
with wet dead leaves. She was so meticulous I felt like eating my dinner off the polished result. 
Rather rudely leaves continued to fall as she was doing this so I fear it will need doing again 
before winter. 

Stephen, Michael and Katherine had arrived a few days before and cut down several mis-placed 
or diseased trees and branches, mainly in the cherry trees near the field boundary so the rest of 
us (Peter, Richard, Stephen and Michael) began to cut these up into lengths and make piles of 
twigs, small and large branches to form habitat piles as usual. It was a lovely day and we got a 
lot done, thanks to everyone who came. 

Some may have noticed that we are leaving a number of rather long ends of stumps on the 
trees we have been felling and removing branches from recently, this is a temporary state of 
affairs we trust, since Derek- our trusty man-with-a-chainsaw has recently had a shoulder 
operation and is off chain-sawing duties until the spring. Doing the final “tidying up the end” 
cut is always the longest and most difficult cut to do with a bow saw since there is often not 
enough room to fit the “bow” part of the saw in the space one wants to cut. However, we hope 
to get around the trees and tidy this up so that they can start growing healthily in time for next 
growing season. We wish him a speedy recovery! He says he will be sharpening and renovating 
his chainsaw in preparation. 

Katherine Hutchinson 

 

 

 



Working Party 30th November 2024 
 

We were very lucky again with the weather, and after a week of snow, freezing cold and heavy 
rain, had a lovely warm sunny morning in the wood. Eleven workers and one supervisor (Mike, 
who is a founder member of the Sadlers Wells project- laying much of the ground-work of grant 
application, correspondence with the Tollemache estate etc. before the wood was even 
planted) gathered for the final clear-up of the year. 

 

         

 

Steve kindly took my garden rake and fished nearly all the floating wood out of the pond as well 
as cutting down the small saplings which are trying to turn the area back into a forest. Bob 
walked all around the old wood cutting back holly which was encroaching onto the paths and 
then swept the leaves off the bridge and walkways over the River Gowy. At the moment these 
walkways are very slippery so do be careful as we have removed some of the chicken wire 
which was providing a non-slip surface as the wire had broken with use and was causing a trip 
hazard which seemed worse than the slipperiness it was trying to improve. We will try to come 
up with another solution as soon as possible.  

A wonderful gentleman whose name temporarily escapes me volunteered to dig up a bramble 
patch which has started to form in the “wildflower area” the children’s working parties are 
creating year by year by the side of the River Gowy. Natural wood clearings are created by deer 
and other animals eating the brambles and tiny emerging trees- so although digging out 
brambles may appear to be “cultivating” the area, which is not what we aim to do, what we are 
aiming to do is mimic the larger animals who would naturally maintain clearings by eating any 
emerging shrubs or trees so as to allow as many habitats as possible to thrive in our woodland. 

Liz and I tidied up the wood Steve was throwing out of the pond into piles a bit further away so 
hopefully it will not end up straight back in the pond. Then we joined Anne and Fred who had 
started tidying up some more branches Michael and his friend Harvey brought down earlier in 
the week into habitat piles. Mike came to see how we were getting on, suggesting we “carry on 
the good work”. We were soon joined by Anne and John who started tidying up branches and 
also by Jess and Maggie who went to help digging out brambles by the River Gowy. 



 

 

                    

 

The branches we were cutting down this working party were mainly Lime which suddenly grew 
several stems once they established themselves after planting, and the additional stems are 
damaging the main stem and allowing splits where infection can enter the tree, so hopefully we 
will be able to allow the trees to grow well for a long time into the future. This seems to have 
been working well when we have tried it with other Lime trees elsewhere in the wood. 

Katherine Hutchinson 

 
 
 
 

Friends of the Wood 
 

The annual subscription remains a minimum of £5.00 per person and 
the  2024/2025 subscription became due on 1st April. 

Your continued support is much appreciated and forms, should you require them, are at the 
end of this newsletter. 
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Website; Latest News 
 

Our website has now been incorporated into the Bunbury Village website. 

Everything that was contained in the old website has been transferred across and you can 

view all relevant pages by going to  

www.bunburyvillage.info 

and then choosing Village Facilities and then Sadlers Wells Wood. 

Dave Clapperton 
 

Privacy and Data Protection 
Full details of our Privacy and Data Protection Policy appear on our website. 
 
The only information which we hold is contact details (name, address, telephone and e-mail) 
and details of donations and subscriptions paid. We will not sell or share this information with 
any third party and it will be used only for sending out copies of our Newsletters, subscription 
reminders and occasional notices of functions and requests for assistance such as work parties. 
If you wish your name to be removed from our contact list, please let us know in writing – 
details as below 

Friends of the Wood 
 

The annual subscription remains a minimum of £5.00 per person and the 2024/2025 subscription 
became due on 1st April. The Wood produces no income itself and we therefore have to raise all the 
money needed to pay for insurance, maintenance, etc. Your subscriptions are therefore very valuable 
to us, not only in themselves but also because they show a commitment from the local community.  
 
If you have not yet paid for this year and wish to continue to subscribe and to receive information 
regarding the Wood and the Newsletters then please complete the subscription form on the following 
page.  
 
If you are paying by cash or cheque then please return the form and subscription to  
Dave Clapperton, Bob Harris or any of the other Contacts whose details are given above. 
 
Cheques should be made payable to  
 

Sadlers Wells Community Woodland CIO 
 
If you wish to pay by direct debit or electronic transfer (BACS) then please set this up using 

 the following details;               The Co-operative Bank 

   Account name;      Sadlers Wells Community Woodland CIO  

   Account number;   67255270  

    Sort code;       08-92-99 

For the payment reference, please insert your surname to help us identify incoming payments 

Please also return the completed subscription form to me, Dave Clapperton, preferably by email. 



Subscription Form 2024 - 2025 
 
Name(s);  
       
Phone number:  
 
Email;  
 
Address; 
 
Amount (min. £5 per person); £ 
 
I wish to pay by 
 
Cheque;    Cash;   
  
Standing Order;   Electronic Transfer; 
 
 
 
Cheques should be made payable to 
 
 

Sadlers Wells Community Woodland CIO 
 
 
 
If you are a taxpayer and are willing for us to claim gift aid on your 
Subscription then please tick the box. 

  
 
 
 
I/we confirm our consent to you holding our contact details on  
your list of Members of Friends of the Wood until further notice. 
          
  
 
 
 
Signed;       Date; 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

  

  

 

 


